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Chapter 10 

Techniques for writing a reflection paper: Tell what is important or 

significant about the source information 

 
 As mentioned in Chapter 9, a common type of writing assignment in academic courses 
is a reflection paper.  For this assignment, you will write a reflection paper in which you explain 
what was important or significant about the information in the source.  As with many reflection 
papers, you will start by summarizing the passage.  Then, you will explain what was important 
or significant by using the expressionin the box below. 

 

Expressions for explaining what is important or significant 

• This information is significant in several ways. 

• What is important about this is … 

• This is important information. 

• I think that it is significant that … 

• There are some important points that we learned from this. 

• Another important point is that… 

 

 

Exercise 1: Re-read Chapter 4, paragraphs 6 & 7, about the “conformity” experiments. 

 

Exercise 2: In this exercise, you will read a sample reflection paper.  In it, you will find a 

summary of the passage followed by the writer’s explanation of what is important or 

significant about the information. 

 

Directions: Fill in the blanks with the words in the box. 

 

•pressure from  •tried to identify  •On top of that 

 
•experiment involved •learned that   •purposefully 

 
(Summary of the article) 

 In the section titled “Conformity: advantages of fitting in,” the author describes an 

experiment about conformity.  The        a 

subject and four confederates, who were all Americans. There were also two charts; one 

chart had a line on it, and the other chart had three lines on it.  The subject and confederates 

looked at the two charts and      which line in the second chart 

matched the one line in the first chart.  The confederates, who were secretly working with the 

researcher, Asch,      identified the wrong line in order to see if the 
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subject would agree with them.  Surprisingly, 33% of the time, the subjects conformed to 

what the confederates had said.  Asch also conducted this experiment with a Japanese 

subject and American confederates.  In these situations, the subjects only conformed 20% of 

the time.       , 34% of the time, the Japanese subject 

purposefully chose the wrong line after the American confederates had chosen the correct 

line!  We          this might be because the 

Americans were not in-group members for the Japanese subjects, so the Japanese subjects 

made an anti-conformity choice because they did not want to respond to the    

 an out-group. 

 

•Another important point  •historical  •me, this shows 

•together   •significant in several  •wrong is right simply 

•also significant  •responded by saying  •in fact, wrong 

 
(Reflection: Explain what is important or significant about the information.) 

 This information is        ways.  First, I 

think that it is significant that a third of the subjects would purposefully make a mistake in 

order to conform to others.  To      that the education 

system is not doing a good job.  An educated person should have confidence and 

shouldn’t say something is correct if it is,        just because 

other people made a certain choice.  My parents often tried to teach me this.  When I was 

15, my parents refused to let me get a tattoo.  I complained and tried to convince them by 

saying that all my friends were allowed to get one.  My mother    

 , “Would you jump in the ocean if all your friends did?” 

      is that this research shows us how people can be 

easily misled.  We can find many     examples of groups of people 

and even countries that have done terrible things, and we wonder why they were able to 

do them.  One reason is because people are willing to say that something   

   because many other people are saying it. 

 I think that it is      that a collectivist student might 

not conform to a group even if the group is doing the right thing just because the 

collectivist does not want to be pressured by out-group members.  This could help us 

understand why some groups are not able to work     . 
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Exercise 3 
1)

 Choose one of the Passage Choices listed under the box. 
2)

 Write a reflection paper.  It should have two parts: 

• A summary of the passage 

• Your reflection describing what is significant or important about the information in the 

passage.  Try to use the expressions in the box below. 

 

Expressions for explaining what is important or significant 

• This information is significant in several ways. 

• What is important about this is that… 

• This is important information. 

• I think that it is significant that … 

• There are some important points that we learned from this. 

• Another important point is that… 

 
Passage Choices 

Passage 1: In Chapter 2, use 2.2, Collectivism and individualism: group oriented vs. self-
oriented. 
 
Passage 2: In Chapter 3, re-read 3.4, In-groups: close vs casual relationships 

Passage 3: In Chapter 5, re-read 5.1, Tight and loose cultures: advantages and 
disadvantages of strict rules of behavior. 
 
Passage 4: In Chapter 6, re-read 6.1, Forming in-groups: needing or not needing party 
skills 
 
Passage 5: In Chapter 8, re-read 8.1 Sending messages: how it is said rather than what is 
said. 
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