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Using Varied Types of Support for Your Opinon 

Exercise 1: Fill in the blanks below with the types of support in the box. 

Types of Support 
____ Personal experience 

____ Others’ experience 

____ News 

____ Hypothetical situation 

____ Common knowledge 

1. Topic: Should high school students have shorter summer vacations? 

My opinion: Yes, they should. 

Support: It was recently reported on TV that the test scores of high school students drop after 

summer vacation.  According to the report, students tend to stop reading during the summer, which 

could explain the results.  By having a shorter summer vacation, students’ scores could improve 

significantly. 

 

(Type of support: ___________________________________) 

2. Topic: Do you think it is acceptable to torture a terrorist who might have important 

information about a possible terrorist attack? 

My opinion: No, I don’t think it is. 

Support: Most people would agree that torture is a terrible thing to do to anyone, even terrorists.  

Also, it is impossible to know whether the information that the terrorists tell us is the truth.  They 

might make up stories just to make the torture stop. 

 

(Type of support: ____________________________________) 

3. Topic: Is it best for a child to have at least one sibling (i.e. brother or sister)? 

My opinion: No, it is not best. 

Support: My best friend is an only child. His parents can afford to send him to an expensive 

music camp every summer. If he had siblings, his parents would not be able to afford this.  In sum, 

if he had siblings, he probably wouldn’t have been able to develop his musical talent as much as 

he has. 

 

(Type of support: ___________________________) 

4. Topic: Are online courses better than traditional ones? 

My opinion: Yes, they are. 

Support: Two years ago, I couldn’t take a business class that I needed because my schedule 

during the day was too full, but there were no night classes.  Therefore, I enrolled in an online 

course, and I loved it.  I could study at any time of day, and I could do the assignments as fast or 

slow as I wanted.  Moreover, it was easy to get answers to my questions because the professor was 

quick to respond to emails. 

 

(Type of support: __________________________) 
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5. Topic: Do you think people should drive their own cars, rather than use public 

transportation? 

My opinion: No, using public transportation is better. 

Support: Let’s say that there is a businessman named Jim. To get from his house to work every 

day, it takes him 30 minutes by car or 40 minutes by bus. It would seem that a car is better. 

However, during the 40-minute bus ride, Jim can be productive by reading business reports or a 

newspaper, but in his car, he can only drive. 

(Type of support: __________________________) 

 

 
Exercise 2: For each topic below: 

 Write your opinion. 

 Write a short paragraph of support. 

 Tell what type of support you used. (For this exercise, your sentences do not have to 

be true.) 

 Try to use a variety of support. 

Topics 
1. Should women not work outside their homes after they get married? 

2. Is spanking the best way to discipline a child? 

3. Are pets good for families? 

4. Do you think that people depend on their computers too much? 

5. Should parents become their children’s best friends? 

 

Use This Format 
Topic: ___________________ 

Your opinion: ___________________ 

Support: ___________________ 

Type of support 
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