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Student A • Unit 7 

 

Paragraph Clarifications, I 

Focus: Paragraph-by-paragraph clarifications, with clarification 1questions provided 

Format: Triads – Student B, page 3; Student C, page 6 

Topic: Animals in Movies 
 
Before Part 1 of the discussion 

(1) Silently read your part (A) of the article about animals inmovies in Part 1. 

(2) Write the answers to the Factual Questions about the article in Part 4. 

Part 1 
(1) Read this first part of the story (A) to your partners. 
(2) Stop after each paragraph to ask your comprehension check. 
(3) Then answer your partners’ clarification questions. 
 

Animals in Movies (A) 

1. Have you ever seen a movie in which an animal was hurt or killed? Do you think this was a 

cruel thing to do to an animal? Do you understand this first paragraph? 

2. There is an organization called “The American Humane Society”(in other words, AHS). This 

organization makes sure no animals are hurt or killed in movies. Before AHS started, many 

animals were hurt or killed during movie-making. Any questions about paragraph 2? 

3. The first time an animal was hurt in a movie happened in a cowboy movie in 1939. In that 

movie, a specially-trained actor rode his horse off a mountain cliff and jumped into a river. The 

actor was OK, but the horse died. Many people were angry about this, so, 

after that, the AHS became advisors to movie-makers. 

Understand paragraph 3? 

 

Unit 7 is continued on the next page. 
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Paragraph Clarifications, I 

Unit 7, continued • Student A 
 
Parts 2 & 3 
Listen to Students B & C tell their parts of the story. After each paragraph, ask the 
appropriate clarification question below. 
 
Paragraph 4: Can you explain what a “battle” is? 

Paragraph 5: I’m afraid I didn’t understand what you said. 

Paragraph 6: Did you say elephants jumped out of the airplane? 

Were they killed? 

Paragraph 7: You said the animals feel stress. Why? 

Paragraph 8: How many fish did they need? 

Paragraph 9: Could you explain that again? 
 
Part 4 

Factual Questions about the story 

Ask your partners the following questions. 

1. What is the abbreviation (in other words, the initials) for “The American Humane Society”? 
_________________________________________________________ 
2. What is the job of the AHS? 
_________________________________________________________ 
3. What happened in the cowboy movie in 1939? 
_________________________________________________________ 
4. Why were people angry about this cowboy movie? 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Reaction Questions about your partners’ opinions and experiences. Ask these 
questions and ask follow-up questions. 
 

You, Animals, and the Movies 

1. Tell me about a movie you saw recently that had an animal in it. 

4. Do you go to movies often? 

7. What is your favorite type of movie? Action? Mystery?Romance? Horror? 

10. (You think of some questions about this topic of movies and 

animals.) 
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Student B • Unit 7 
 

Paragraph Clarifications, I 

Focus: Paragraph-by-paragraph clarifications, with clarification 3questions provided 

Format: Triads – Student A, page 1; Student C, page 6 

Topic: Animals in Movies 
 
Before Part 1 of the discussion 

(1) Silently read your part (A) of the article about animals inmovies in Part 1. 

(2) Write the answers to the Factual Questions about the article in Part 4. 

Part 1 

(1) Listen to Student A tell the first part of the story. 

(2) After each paragraph, ask the appropriate clarification question below. 

Paragraph 1: Are you talking about movies? 

Paragraph 2: Can you tell me again what the AHS does? 

Paragraph 3: Why did the cowboy jump off a cliff? 

Part 2: 

(1) Read this second part of the story (B) to your partners. 

(2) Stop after each paragraph to ask your comprehension check. 

(3) Then answer your partners’ clarification questions. 

Animals in Movies (B) 

4. Let’s continue with this story about animals in movies. Have you seen a movie in which a 

group of soldiers or cowboys is riding horses into a battle? Sometimes it looks as though the 

horses are shot and fall down. Actually, these horses are specially trained to fall down. They’re 

never hurt when they do this. Do you understand the fourth paragraph? 

5. Moviemakers also use another technique called “animal-tronics” technology. In this, they 

make electronic animals that look like real animals. Got it? 

6. There’s a movie in which elephants jump out of an airplane with parachutes. Actually, these 

were all electronic elephants that the audience saw floating down from the sky. They were not 

real elephants. Understand paragraph 6? 

Unit 7 is continued on the next page. 
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Paragraph Clarifications, I 

Unit 7, continued • Student B 
 
Part 3 

(1) Listen to Student C tell the third part of the story. 

(2) After each paragraph, ask the appropriate clarification question below. 

Paragraph 7: What does movie set mean? 

Paragraph 8: What did you say that the AHS did for the fish? 

Paragraph 9: I don’t understand “cockroaches.” 

Part 4 

Factual Questions about the story Ask your partners the following questions. 

5. In movies with soldiers or cowboys, what sometimes happens to horses? 
_________________________________________________________ 
6. Are these horses hurt whan they fall down? Why (not)? 
_________________________________________________________ 
7. What are “animal-tronics”? 
_________________________________________________________ 
8. In the movie with the elephants, what did the elephants do? 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Reaction Questions about your partners’ opinions and experiences. Ask these 
questions and ask follow-up questions. 
 

You, Animals, and the Movies 

2. Would you like to work with animals, for example, taking care of them or training them? 

5. How much does a ticket to a movie cost in your country? 

8. What movie have you seen recently? 

11. (Think of some questions about movies and animals.) 
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Student C • Unit 7 
 

Paragraph Clarifications, I 

Focus: Paragraph-by-paragraph clarifications, with clarification 5questions provided 

Format: Triads – Student A, page 1; Student C, page 3 

Topic: Animals in Movies 
 
Before Part 1 of the discussion 

(1) Silently read your part (A) of the article about animals inmovies in Part 1. 

(2) Write the answers to the Factual Questions about the article in Part 4. 

Parts 1 & 2 

Listen to Students A & B tell their parts of the story. After each paragraph, ask the appropriate 
clarification question below. 
Paragraph 1: Did you say a person was killed in a movie? 

Paragraph 2: What did you say “AHS” means? 

Paragraph 3: Did you say some people were angry? At whom? Why? 

Paragraph 4: Did you say the horses are never hurt? Why (not)? 

Paragraph 5: Can you explain again what electronic animals are? 

Paragraph 6: I don’t understand the word “parachutes.” 

Part 3 

(1) Read this third part of the story to your partners. 

(2) Stop after each paragraph to ask your comprehension check. 

(3) Then answer your partners’ clarification questions. 

 

Unit 7 is continued on the next page. 
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Paragraph Clarifications, I 

Unit 7, continued • Student C 
 

Animals in Movies (C) 

7. We’ll continue with the last part of this story. This is paragraph 7. When animals are used in 

movies, the AHS comes to the movie set and watches the animals closely, because movie-

making can be stressful for animals. Lions and tigers become irritable, or short-tempered, if they 

have to wait a long time for their scene. Elephants will sway, in other words, move back and 

forth, when they feel stress. Do you understand paragraph 7? 

8. In one movie, they used 50 fish. They needed these fish for 4 days. The AHS made sure that 

the fish had clean water every day and that the water temperature was correct, in other words, not 

too hot or too cold. Understand the eighth paragraph? 

9. The AHS watches every animal in a movie: lions, bears, elephants, dogs, and even bugs 

(which are insects). For example, the actors in a movie aren’t allowed to hurt or kill even 

cockroaches. OK? 

 
Part 4 
Factual Questions about the story Ask your partners the following questions. 
9. Why do movie animals sometimes feel stress? 
_________________________________________________________ 
10. What did the AHS do about the 50 fish that were in a movie? 
_________________________________________________________ 
11. What are some animals that are used in movies? 
_________________________________________________________ 
12. What’s a cockroach? 
_________________________________________________________ 

Reaction Questions about your partners’ opinions and experiences. Ask these 
questions and ask follow-up questions. 
 

You, Animals, and the Movies 

3. In your country, are people sometimes cruel to animals? Explain. 

6. How much does it cost to rent a video in your country? 

9. Which do you prefer, foreign-made movies or movies made in your own country? 

12. (Think of some questions about this topic of movies and animals.) 
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