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   Whole-Class Discussion for Unit 1 
Students’ Handout 

In many college classes, it is common for the instructor to conduct a discussion with all the 
students.  Some international students feel shy about speaking in these situations.  
However, instructors want you, as an international student, to participate because you 
have unique ideas and experiences that will be interesting to your classmates, and 
therefore, your comments will make the class more valuable for everyone.  On top of that, 
instructors reward students who try to participate in class discussions. 
 
One technique that you can use for successful participation is to listen carefully to your 
classmates when they respond to a prompt.  After they speak, you can comment on what 
they said by asking a question or by saying something about what they had said.  By doing 
this, it shows the instructor that you are paying attention, and it will show your classmates 
that you are interested in their ideas. 

. 

Expressions for responding to another student’s comment 

◆ I’d like to ask (classmate’s name) a question. 

◆ I’d like to ask a question about what he/she just said. 

◆ I’d like to say something about that. . . 

◆ I agree with him/her. I think . . . . 

◆ I’m afraid I disagree with him/her. I think . . . 

◆ I think that he/she made a good point. I think . . . 

◆ He/She said something very interesting. 

◆ I had a similar experience. 

 
Exercise: Responding to another student’s comment   

Exercise 1: General-Topic Questions 

1) For this exercise, your instructor will ask some general-topic questions and choose 
a student to answer. 
 
2) After a student answers the question, your instructor will choose another student to 
respond (or you can volunteer to respond).  Use the “Expressions for responding to 
another student’s comment” (in the box above). 

 
Exercise 2: Discussion about Cultural Differences Unit 1.   
Your instructor will ask questions about Unit 1 and then choose a student to answer.  After 
that student responds, your instructor will choose another student to respond to the first 
student’s answer. 
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   Teacher’s Script for Unit 1 
      Exercise: Responding to another student’s comment 

 
Exercise 1: General-Topic Questions 

First, we will do some practice with this technique in a whole-class discussion.  I will ask a 
question, and then I will choose a student to answer.  After that student responds, I will 
choose another student to respond to that first student’s answer. 
 

1. Which do you prefer: sending emails, talking on a cell phone, or sending text 
messages? 

 
2. Tell me about a part-time job that you had. 
 
3. Where is the most beautiful place to spend some free time? 
 
4. When you use a computer, what are you usually doing on it? 
 
5. Are you “a morning person” or “a night person”?  
 

Exercise 2: Discussion about Cultural Differences Unit 1  

Now, we will use this technique for our discussion about Unit 1.  I will ask a question, and 
then I will choose a student to answer.  After that student responds, I will choose another 
student to respond to the first student’s answer. 
 
1. Do you think that you are ethnocentric?  In other words, do you think that your country is 
better than other countries?  Explain your answer. 
 
2. In ¶ 8, it mentions “norms” for how students should dress.  Why do you think that in 
some countries, schools require students to wear uniforms? 

 
3. Is polygamy taboo in your country? 
 
4. In ¶ 9, about the people in Africa, do you think that it is a strange that polygamy is the 
norm?  Explain you answer. 
 
5.  What is one custom from your country that you think would be good for other countries 
to have? 
 
6. What is one custom from another country that you think would be good for your country 
to have?  
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