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 Keeping or Killing 

the Conversation 

Keepers Killers 
What do you think? I don’t really know.  

How do you feel? That’s a good question. 

How about you? I’m not sure. 

What about you? I have no idea. 

I’d have to think about that. 

Umm, ahhh, I’d rather not say. 

 
See the teacher’s introduction on page 131.  

 

Introductory Exercise 
Use words from the keepers and killers phrases in the box above and 
fill in the blanks. 

 

1. How to kill the conversation when you don’t know what to 

say: A: What are you planning to do next weekend? 

B: I don’t  know. 

 

2. How to keep the conversation going when you don’t know what to say: 

B: I’m not  . What about  ? 

A: I’m thinking of going to the beach. 

http://www.prolinguaassociates.com/


 Keeping/Killing Conversation Activity Five 18 

 

Conversation Strategies © 2014 David & Peggy Kehe.  (Publisher: Pro Lingua Associates, 
www.ProLinguaAssociates.com. This page is photocopyable for classroom use.) 

 

 

 

3. How to kill the conversation when you are asked an 

embarrassing question: 

A: How old are you? 

B: Umm, ahhh. I’d  not say. 

 

4. How to keep the conversation going when you are asked 

an embarrassing question: 

A: How old are you? 

B: That’s a good  .  How  you? 

A: I’m 26. But I think you’re younger than I am. 

 

5. How to kill the conversation when the question is difficult: 

A: Don’t you think there are too many problems with nuclear power?  

B: I have  idea. 

 

6. How to keep the conversation going when the question is difficult: 

A: Don’t you think there are too many problems with nuclear power? 

B: I would have to  .     do you think? 

A: I think it is dangerous and expensive, and I . . . . 

 

7. How to kill the conversation when you don’t want to answer: 

A: How do you feel about our teacher? 

B: Umm, uhh, I’d rather  . 

 

8. How to keep the conversation, even if you don’t want to answer. 

A: How do you feel about our teacher? 

B: That’s a good________________.  How  ? 
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Student A 
 

Step 1. Ask your partner these questions. Also, listen to your 
partner’s questions, but do not answer them. Use the 
“killers and keepers” to respond. 

 
1. What’s the best age to get married? 

3. What are you going to do during the next vacation? 

5. Don’t you think being an airplane pilot would be a great job? 

7. What do you think is the best new video game? 

9. Which city is the most beautiful in the world? 

11. Who is your favorite singer? 

13. What is the best sport for staying healthy? 

15. What do you like to drink at parties? 

17. Do you like my haircut? 

19. Which do you prefer: talking on your cell phone, texting, or 

sending emails? 

Step 2. With your partner, write some new questions in the space 
below. A few questions can be embarrassing, and a few 

difficult. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 3. Find a new partner, read your questions, and use the “killers 

and keepers” to respond to your partner’s questions. 
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Student B 
 

Step 1. Ask your partner these questions. Also, listen to your 
partner’s questions, but do not answer them. Use the “killers and 
keepers” to respond. 

 

2. Do you think there will be a big war soon? 

4. How many children should a married couple have? 

6. How much do you weigh? (In other words, what’s your weight?) 

8. Don’t you wish you were in elementary school again? 

10. What’s a good way to improve our English? 

12. What type of job do you want to have in the future? 

14. What’s the biggest problem in the world today? 

16. Have you ever stolen something? 

18. Do you believe in ghosts? 

20. What is your favorite way to get to music – as downloads or 

streaming? 

Step 2. With your partner, write some new questions in the space 

below. A few questions can be embarrassing, and a few 

difficult. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 3. Find a new partner, read your questions, and use the “killers 

and keepers” to respond to your partner’s questions. 
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Appendix  Teacher’s Notes 

 

Activity 5: Keeping or Killing the 

Conversation (page 17) 

 Conversation strategies: Sustaining the conversation, 

soliciting others’ opinions, ending the conversation, changing 
the topic. 

 

 Teacher’s introduction: Sometimes you are asked a 

question that you can’t or don’t want to answer. For example, 

if I ask you, “What are you going to do this weekend?” and 

you say, “I don’t know,” you have killed the conversation. To 
keep the conversation going, you could say, “I’m not sure. 

What are you going to do this weekend?” In this activity, we 
will practice a technique and some expressions you can use to 

keep a conversation going, even if someone asks you a 
difficult question or an embarrassing question. Sometimes 

you may want to end the conversation or change the topic. 
Some of the phrases in this lesson can be used to end or 

change a conversation. 
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